THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

hope the general Plan at least may be happy in your
Approbation.

"Your Lordship will have the Goodness to Pardon my
repeating a Desire that the Name of Joshua Brogden may
be inserted in the next Commissions of the Peace for
Middlesex and Westmin? for whose Integrity and Ability
in the Execution of his office I will engage my Credit with
your Lordship, an engagement which appears to me of the
most sacred Nature.

I am, My Lord, with the utmost Respect
and Devotion,

Yr Lordship? most obedt1 most
humble Servant

H. FFIELDING.

To the Eight Eon1?18 The Lord High Chancellor
of G.Britain. "*

This letter was followed by one to Lyttelton, which
showed the same mixed motives of improving the public
service and of helping a friend. Its occasion was the mar-
riage of his patron to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert
Bich, whose fortune bore out her name; but its purpose was
to recommend the appointment of Edward Moore as deputy
licenser of the stage. For a year or two, since his panegyric
in "The Trial of Selim the Persian," Moore had been seek-
ing the patronage of Lyttelton, who had half promised him
the withered laurel of Colley Gibber as soon as that poet
should die. Human life, however, is so uncertain that
Gibber gave signs of outlasting Moore; and in the meantime
the young linen-draper who had turned poet and dramatist
was finding it difficult to maintain himself with his pen;
but for Fielding's hospitality and influence with the
players and booksellers, he would have failed in literature
as lie had failed in trade. Just as Fielding had long ago
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